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        Did you know?

The word Dinosaur means a 

terrible lizard. It comes from two 

Greek words. The word “dino” 

which means terrible or causing 

suffer and the word “saura” which 

means lizard. Hence, dinosaur 

means a terrible lizard or a lizard 

that causes the other to suffer. This 

word is coined to Sir Richard Owen, 

when he assigned uncategorized 

bones to a totally new species 

called “dinosauria” in 1841.
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Theory

Dinosaurs were the biggest and probably the 

scariest animals that have ever lived on 

planet Earth. Some were small, but others 

were gigantic. Some were fed by plants and 

had long necks, and others had sharp teeth 

to eat meat. This extraordinary group of 

animals, dominated our planet for almost 

200 million years and came to a mysterious 

sudden vanish. Have you ever wondered 

what types of dinosaurs existed? How was 

Earth during their era? What are fossils and 

what is the job of a paleontologist?

The Era of Reptiles

This booklet of JURASSIC EARTH contains a great deal of useful information and amazing facts, so 

that you will learn about dinosaurs and the science of palaeontology. Follow the building 

instructions, contained in this booklet and also online, to build exciting dinosaurs models such as a 

stegosaurus, a triceratops,  a brontosaurus, an ankylosaurus, and a pterodactylus. Get on 

board in this journey to the prehistoric Earth.

A gigantic dinosaur could 

spread terror

Triassic Period

Jurassic Period

Cretaceous Period

Any event or fact that happened before humans appear on Earth is called prehistoric. In fact, 

our planet has a very long history of about 4 billion years. Dinosaurs lived a long time ago, 

during a period named as Mesozoic Era. It is also called the “age of reptiles”, and lasted about 

250-65 million years ago. Earth characteristics such as climate, landmass and animals have 

undergone drastic changes during this time.
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Triassic Jurassic Cretaceous

The first of the Mesozoic period was the 

Triassic period, in which the whole landmass 

of Earth was contained in one single 

continent, called the Pangea. The continent 

was mostly dry like a desert with water 

sources to the coasts. The first dinosaurs 

appeared in this epoch and began to 

challenge primitive reptilians and 

amphibians. 

Due to the geological activity of tectonic 

plates, Pangea split in two main lands: 

Laurasia and Gondwana. The climate in that 

period was tropical, with moisture-laden 

winds from the ocean. Dense forests were 

covering wide areas.

The third and last period of the Mesozoic era 

was the Cretaceous period. During this time, 

Earth began to look alike the planet we know 

today. The movement of tectonic plates 

formed some of the mountain ranges of 

today, such as the Appalachians in North 

America and the Alps in Europe. 

Dinosaurs dominated the Jurassic Earth 

The second period was the Jurassic period. It 

was the most active epoch in terms of 

dinosaur’s growth. During the Jurassic period, 

dinosaurs diversified greatly and spread out 

to occupy land, sea and air, dominating the 

whole animal kingdom. Some of the most 

famous and gigantic species lived during this 

epoch such as the Brachiosaurus, the 

Stegosaurs and the Ankylosaurs.

Dinosaurs lived very long time ago. During their era Earth’s continents changed to the current shape.
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